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The infographic shows issues relevant to water insecurity in Afghanistan.

WATER INSECURITY IN AFGHANISTAN
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Access to
improved
water resources

in urban areas

e Wealthier residents
e More access to:
= piped water

= protected wells

in rural areas

e Poorer residents

e Some access, but
most rely on unsafe
water sources
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Drought risk in Afghanistan
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Drought is the most frequently reported impact of climate change experienced by households
in Afghanistan, increasing from 39 % in 2021 to 64 % in 2022.
25 out of 34 provinces experience either severe or catastrophic drought conditions,
affecting more than 50 % of the population.
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Impact of climate change on river flow

River basins Change in water Predicted change
volume from 2007-2016 by 2030
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Disclaimer:

Content used in IB assessments is taken from authentic, third-party sources. The views expressed within them belong to
their individual authors and/or publishers and do not necessarily reflect the views of the IB. Any trademarks™ or registered®
trademarks included are used for illustrative purposes only, and use does not imply any affiliation with or endorsement by the
International Baccalaureate.

References:

4,

[Afghanistan population, 2015-2022] GlobalEconomy.com, n.d. Afghanistan: Population size. [online] Available at:
https://www.theglobaleconomy.com/Afghanistan/population_size/ [Accessed 2 October 2024]. SOURCE ADAPTED.

Unicef, 2022. Afghanistan. Wash on the Brink. [pdf] Available at: https://iwww.unicef.org/media/118356/file/%20
UNICEF%20Afghanistan%20WASH%200n%20the%20Brink%202022.pdf [Accessed 20 March 2025].
SOURCE ADAPTED.

[Photograph] Environmental Change and Security Program, 2021. Water and (in-)Security in Afghanistan
[redacted]. New Security Beat [blog], 20 August. Available at: https://www.newsecuritybeat.org/2021/08/water-in-
security-afghanistan-taliban/ [Accessed 2 October 2024]. SOURCE ADAPTED. REFERENCE REDACTED.

[Drought risk in Afghanistan] USAid, n.d. Afghanistan Water Resources. [pdf] Available at: hitps://winrock.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/08/Afghanistan_Country_Profile-Final.pdf [Accessed 2 October 2024]. SOURCE ADAPTED.

[Impact of climate change on river flow] Shokory, J. A. N., Schaefli, B., and Lane, S. N., 2023. Water resources
of Afghanistan and related hazards under rapid climate warming: a review. Hydrological Sciences Journal, 68(3),
pp.507-525. SOURCE ADAPTED.



